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The Matter of the Termination of Co-operative Relations betwen the 
Japanese Empire ani Various Organs of the League of Nations. 


2 Nov 38 
Mimites of the Meeting 
The Minutes of the Privy Council. 


1. ‘The matter of the termination of co-operative relations 
between the Japanese Empire ani various organs of the League of Nations. 


2 Nov 38 


(Wednesday) Meeting cpened at 1008 hours, in the presence of Fis Majesty 
the Em >eror. 


Members present: 
President EIRANUMA (ZS ji) 
Vice-President HARA ( /Mf ) 
Ministers of State: 
Prime Minister KONOYE- No. &° 
Minister of the Navy YONAI - No. 6 
Minister of Justice SHINO ~ No, 
Minister of Education - 
nication mages | 
ure and Foraotrg’ Ait MA= Moo 10 (Aa is) 
? astih ay | Ch Oe) 
ater ve ~ Wo. 12 (ix F) 


“A » VE 


M ster @f Ross Affaire SUETSUGU-~ No. 13 (5K KX) 


Minister of War ITAGAKI ~ No. 15, (1x 
Minister of Overseas Affaires HATTA ~ No. 16 ( Nn 


Minister of Foreign Affairs ARITA — No, 17 (7 
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Privy Council®sra: 


Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 
Privy 


Absentees: 


Councilor: KANEKy = No, 19 


Councillor 
Councillor 
Councilior 
“Councillor 
Ceuncillor 
Councillor 
Souncilior 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Counciller 
Councillor 


Councillor 


Imperial Princes: 


Prince YASUHITO 


Prince NOBUHITO 


‘Prince TAKAHITO. 


Prince KOTOHITO 


SAKURAI - No. 21 
KAWAI ~ No. 22 
ISHII - No, 24 
ARIMA — Wo. 25 

KUBOTA — No. 26 

SUZUKI, Soroku - No. 27 
ISHIZUKA — No. 28 ( rol 
SHIMIZU ~ No. 29 ( jij 
FUJISAWA - No. 30 (4: 
(as 
(i 
(Ai 


NARA - No, 34 ( #3 


AN 


HAYASHI — No. 31 
MINAMI ~ No. 32 


TANAKA ~ No, 23 


ARAKI ~ No. 35 


MATSUI = No, 36 
SUGAWARA — No, 37 


MATSUURA — No. 38 
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Ministers of State: 


Minister of Finance, Minister of Commerce and Induetry 
IKEDA - No. 14 (; | iy} \ 
ius ral 

Privy Councillors: 

Privy Councillor KURODA ~ No. 20. (fa FY ) 

Privy Councillor SUZUKI, Kantaro’- No. 23 ( Si 7X Ti a~ kb ) 
Committees: 

The Director of the Bureau of Legislation FUNAMA (25 [fj ) 

The Councillor of the Bureau of Legislation MORIYAMA ( #2 {II ) 


Director of the Bureau of Treaties, of the Ministry of 


Foreign Affairs MITANI (= @©) 


Vice- Minister’of Public Welfare HIROSE (p< :4) 


Director of the Board of Labor, Ministry of Public Welfare 
WARITA (fiz, ) | 


Director of the Board of Health, Ministry of Public Welfare 
HAYASHI = ( 7 oN 


Reporters F g 
Director of the Investigation Committee HARA. (Jit ) 
Chiof Secretary: 
Chief Secretary MURAKAMI (if  ) 
Secretaries: 
Secretary. HORIE (yj iI) 
Secretary TAKATSUJI (4 i.) 
The President (HIRANUMA) announced the opening of the meeting. 
The subject of discussion was to be: The Matter of the Termi- 
nation of Co-operative Relations Between the Japanese Empire and Various 
Organs of the League of Nations. 
Dispensing with’bhe recitation of the first reading pertaining 


to the topic for discussion, an immediate request was maie for the 
report of the Director of the Investigation Committee. 


Reporter HARA: 
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with Paragraph One of the same. article, an invitation was received by 
the Japanese Enpire.. On 30 Sep 38, after the Japanese Government, in. 
conformity with its policy, refused the invitation, the council, in 
accordance with Paragraph Three-of the same article, adopted a .resolution 
whereby each member of the League would be able to adopt sanctions 
aghinst the Japanese Empire individually as provided in the 16th 
Article of the League Covenant. The decision of the Council entrusts 
the exercise of santions to the various nations. There are several 
countries mich as POLAND, BELGIUM, and PERU which have notified the 
Japanese Empire that they have no intention whatsoever of executing 
sanctions against it at the present time. Although it is not expected 
that the actual application of theeo eanctions will take place, as long 
as tho decision of the Council stands as it is, the Japenese Empire 

and the League of Nations will be in complete opposition te each 

other. Consequently, from the standpoint of national honor, the further 
co-operation of the Japanese Empire with the various organs of the 
League of Nations cannet be tolerated. Because the Empire will suffer 
the contempt of all the natiens of the world, o plan for the settlement 
of this matter of the termination of co-operative relations between 

the Japanese Empire and the various organs of the League, after our 
withdrawal from the League, has been drewn up and ie the subject for 
discussion in this session. 


When the Imperial sanction is obtained, the Director of the 
Board of General Affairs of the International Counctl will notify 
the’ Secretary-General of the League of Nations of this resolve, “f 
those persons participating in the functions of the various organs 
of the League, the posts of those with a government representative 
status will be terminated, and those in a private capncity will resign 
of their own free will. Payments to the League of JAPAN's share 
of the expenses for the various Leacue orgens will be discontinued 
hereafter, Those who have held cositions. as League personnel will be 
allowed to act on their own volition. 


Insofar as the maniatory rule of the SOUTH SEAS ISLANDS by 
the Japanese Empire is comerned; regardless of any influence the 
withdrawal of the Empire from the League may have, we will always 
continue this mandatory rule in accordance with the 22nd Article 
of the League Covenant and the Mandatory Rule Article. The measures 
we have adopted in this matter do not have any relationship to this 
mandatory rule status. Consequently, in accordance with Paragraph 
Seven, Article 22 of the Leame Covenant, the annual report to the 
League Council will be made as am 1. Hereafter, government repre- 
sentatives will not attend the seysions of the Permanent Mandates 
Commission which is an organ of the League. The participation of 
Japenese committess in this Assembly is also to be discontimed. 


After having taken such actions on this motter, the Imperial 
Government will discontinue its participation in’international enter- 
prises which are carried out through the League of Nations. In com- 
pliance with the Imperial Edict which has already been promulgated, we 
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will co-operate in the various plans for world peace. There will de 

no deviations in our policy of participating in international enter~ 
prises which have as their ebject the public peace and well-being of 
mankind. For this reason, the Ministers of State have made it clear 

to us that we mst not de negligent in taking acpropriate steps towards 
this aim through diplomatic channels Osher than those of the League 

of Natione, 


The point is that the Council of the League of Nations has 
permitted the sanctions againet, the Japanese Enpire under Article 16 
of the League Covenant based on CHINA's request and therefore, co- 
operative reletions between the Empire and various League organs 
which have existed even after our withdrawal from the Leagie, will now 
be terminated. In Spite of the fact that the Japanese Empire withdrew 
from the League of Nations for the purpose of contributing towards 
world peace, it is very regrettable that it has become necessary at 
thie time to sever co-operative relations with the various League 
organs. However, we believe that there is no alternative, considering 
the conflict in its relationship to the League and to the Japanese 
Empire. His Majesty's wishes, which wore set forth in the Ieperial 
Rescript promlgated at the time the Japanese Bupire withdrew from 
the League, will not Change with every change in the international 
political situation. Government euthorities will always abide by 
this, His Majesty's wishes, end give careful consideration to carry- 
ing out measures concerning this matter. Naturally. we will still 
endeavor to coeperate in various peacefi\l and humane international 
untertakings through diplometic channels other than those of the 
League of Nations. 


Having put our faith in the statements of the government 
officials and expecting their assiduous efforts in this matter, the 
Investigation Committee has. unanimously passed the resolution. 


The foregoing is the report of the Investigation Committee. 


President of the Council HIRANUMA: 


If there is nothing further to discuss, we will omit the 
second and subsequent readings, and take a vote immediately. All 
those in favor of this bill wili please rise. (All mombere rise.) 
Council President HIRANUMA: 


. °*It has been passed unanimously, The meeting is adjourned for 
today. 


The Emperor withdrawe. 


Meeting adjourned 1020 hours. 
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(Signed) Council President Baron HIRANUMA, Kiichire 
(Signed) Chief Secretary MURAKAMI, Kyoichi 
Secretaries: 


(Signed) HORIE, Sues 


(Signed) TAKATSUJI, Masami 
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